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Mr. Chairnan and Members of the 
Crediton Urban District Council. 


I have the honour of presenting my report for 1971. 


Even with the growth of the towm's population by 200 during the year 
the birth rate continues to drop whilst the death rate increases 
which would appear to indicate a slightly higher average age of the 
residents. 


With this increase in elderly neople the strain of the welfare 
services is bound to increase year by years 


Water supplies and sewage disposal services continue to be conpletely 
adequate but no lenge tern improvenent in the refuse disposal 
arrangements hap yet teen nade, 


I would, as in previous years, finaliy like to thank Mr. Blake and 
is ove ti rati J ett : . ) rau i, fi al Pet Le 
his staff fox the preparation and production of this report 


I am, Ladies and Gentienen, 
Your Obedient Servant, 
No F. SAWehS, 


Mediesi Officer of Health, 


Digitized by the Internet Archive 
in 2017 with funding trom 
Wellcome Library 


https://archive.org/details/b2912/452 


SECTION A 


I. STATISTICS OF THE AREA. 
Area (in acres) ee ee ee ee ee oe ee 1,096 
Registrar General's estimate of popilation ee 5 390 


No. of inhabited houses at the end of 1971 
according to ty sate book «2 «se of ef ee 1, 962 


Rateable Value oe ee ee ee ee oe ee £242 ,916 
Product of Penny Rate .. ney aw.) we ee an £2,316 


2e VITAL STATISTICS, 
(a) Live Births 


Male Female Total Total Total 
1971 1970 1969 
: 35 39 74 78 87 


Births illegitimate 


Male Female Total Total Total 
1971 1970 1969 
Nil a 1 3 6 


Crude birth rate per 1,000 of pomlation 


L9TL 13.7 1970 15.0 1%9 1741 
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(o) Still Births, 
There was one still birth in 1971. 
(c) Deaths. 


(a) Death rate. 


Male Female Total Total Total 
LGTL 1970 1969 
A? 59 92 63 90 
Crude death rate per 1,000 of polation Elfed 
(bo) Deaths from puerperal causes Nil. 


{c) Infantile Mortality 
(Deaths of Infants under one year of 
age). 1 


(d) Causes of death as follows:- 
Causes of Death sex All 
ee ee a 


Malignant Neoplasm M 1 7 
Stomach F a. 1 
Malignant Neoplasm M ~ _ 
Intestine F 2 2 
Malignant Neoplasm MM aL 1 
Iung, Bronchus F - ne 
Malignant Neoplasm M “ ~ o ws 

Breast F 2 Z 2 1 


Malignant Nooplasm 


Uterus F 4 Z n | 2 

leukaemia iM ~ - - 
F 1 inn a if 

Other Malignent M 3 a 2 

Neoplasms F = - - 

Other Endocrine etc. M = = 

Diseases F a z 

Other Diseases of M - - 

Nervous System F 1 ng 

Chronic Rheumatic M 25 1 z 

Heart Disease F iL = i 

Hypertensive Disease M - = 
P 3 3 
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Causes of Death Sex All 
ages O- 5— 15— 25— 35— 45— 55— 65— Thm 


Ischaemic Heart M 12 ~ ef 5 6 
Disease F ij 1 pF é) 2 
Other Forms of M 5 : 4 
Heart Disease F 8 1 7 
Cerebrovascular M 1 al 2 4 
Disease Ly 4 - i 3 
Other Diseases of M - ~ aa ee 
Circulatory Systeu ¥ e ol a Z. 
Influenza ti 1 a3 

iE es. - 
Pneunonia M 2 2 

I 4 4 
Bronchitis and M 4 2 2 
Emphysema # 1 - 1 
Other Discases of Mi as 4. a 
Respiratory System Lt 1 = 7 
Other Diseascs of iM = = 
Digestive Systen F 2 2 
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Diseases of Musmlo~ M 


Skeletal Systen. F = z 

Congenital M a Ni 

fnomalics F = es 

Motor Vehicle M - = 

Accidents F i; i. 

All other Accidents M 1 - 1 
F z 1 - 

Suicide and Self~ M 1 1 

inflicted injuries F ~ me 

TOTAL ALL CAUSE M 42 Lt - = ~- ~ - 3 26 22 
F 50 -~ «- I z 2 2 4 a. Coe 
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SECTION B 


GENERAL PROVISIONS OF HEALTH SERVICES 


(a) 


(b) 


(c) 


(a) 


(g) 


(n) 


Nursing Services. 


A resident District Nurse employed by the Devon County Council 
adequately provides this service, 


Care of Mothers and Toung Children. 
These are visited at home by tro Devon Cminty Council Health 
Visitors » 


Mate: regis Sy and 


Child Welfare Services. 
The Disvrict Mirs? Midwife working in co-éperation with the 
General Practitioners provide the oasis for ante—natal care, 
confinenent and. post- natal care. in addition home helps are 
provided by the Levon County Council in appropriate cases, 


In cases wnove home conditions are unsuitable confinement arrangements 
are made for the mother to go to either Mowbray House or the Royal 
Devon and Exter Hospital, Heavitree, Exeter, 


Child welfare and matemmity clinics are held at Newcombes weekly 
and during 1971 attendances were as follows:-— 


infants, Toddlers Children 2-9 Total otal Total 
197 7G: 196 
107s 44S 473 1998 1940 1596 


Vaccinations, dipnteria, whooping cough and poliomyelitis 
iomiisetions are available at this Clinic but a fuller use could 
be medc of this service. 


Tubexcutosis and Veneral Disesso. 
There are no Centres in Cred:iitcn for these diseases. Cases of 
tuberculosis are seen by the Tuberculosis Officer at Ivybank, Exeter 


and he then decides whether they are nursed at home ar sent to 
Hawknoor Sanatoriun,. 


Jnfeckious Diseases. 
e arenursedat home and if the Doctor in attendance considers 


ey should be transferred to hospital they are removed to 
hivton Isolation Hospital, 


he 
th 


Jubulances. 


The Devon County Council control the ambulance service, at present 
one armhulance is stationed in Crediton and run by the Crediton 
Brane:) of the Red Cross. 


Lavoratory Works. 


£11 laboratory examinations required are carried out by the Public 
Health Laboratory Service at Exeter at the new department of 
Pathology at Wonford. 


Meals on Wheels. 


The Meals on Wheels service operated by the .V.S. provided 2787 
meals during the year, Meals are provided by the Devon County Council 
kitchen at St. Martins and distributed by members of the W.V.S,. 
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(3) Welfare of 014 People, 


St. Martins came into operation during the year and the 
evon County Council. have provided this 50 bed home of a very 
hich standard. 


wo private homes for elderly people have heen visited during 
rhe year ana are run satisfactorily. 
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SECTION C 


SANITARY CIRCUMSTANCES, 

The pattern of full sewage treatment with resultant costs has now 
settled down and the disposal system at Lords Meadow continues to 
function in a very satisfactory manner. 


Comparisons between the first two running cots are:-= 


1969/70 1970/71 
Total Flow 208,887,000 gals 192,838,000 gals 
Trade Waste 41,269,000 gals 
Running Costs £9579 or £11,128,70 or 
4.6p. per 1000 gals 5.Sp. per 1000 gals, 
Capital and Running £39,716 or £45 ,389.15 or 
Charges 19.lp. per 1000 gals 23.5p. per 1000 gals, 


Major sections of running costs were:- 


1969/70 1970/71 
Wages £3594 £4806 
Rates £2915 £2955 
Electricity £648 £755 
Gas £664 £42 


Trade waste was treated from prenises discharging milk waste, poultry 
processing waste, chemical waste from medical products and waste from 
confectionary production and the total cost charged to these manufacturers 
was £2752 .43. 


During the year 2,368,488 cub feet of methanc was produced and only 
1,503,069 cub feet was required for heating purposes, the remainder 
blowing to waste, 


Again double alternating filtration has only been occasionally but 
analysis results of the one sample taken by the Devon River Authority 
wasi= 


Me/litre 

28th July, 1971 Suspended Solids 16 
13) KOVAIDE 1.9 
Anionic detergent 0.55 


During the year a considerable amount of sewer maintenance was carried 
out including further T.V. surveys and manual cleaning of lengths of 
the 36" sewer. This programme will need to be continued. 


Towards the end of the year the need arose to construct a further pumping 
station to take sewage from the Exhibition Road area and the contract was 
placed for commencement early in 1972. 


The treatment of sewage from individual houses in the rural part of the 


district caused no difficulties during the year, the septic tanks appearing 
to function satisfactorily. 
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(v) 


(c) 


(a) 


(e) 


(f) 


Water, 


The North Devon Water Board continued to supply adeauate water to the 
district during the year and every occupied house now has a piped supply. 


66 samples of water were taken during the year for bacteriological 
exanination and results were:=< 


Satisfactory 65 
Unsatisfactory a 
Public Conveniences. 


The Council's Newcombe Meadow conveniences were extensively used during 
the year by passing motorists but the modermasation schemes for the other 
two conveniences was still not completed, 


Refuse Collection. 


Collection continues to be a kerbside one using conventional dustbins 
end complaints with regard to collection are ninimal. 


Seni=crude tipping continues at Punch Bowl Tip with refuse being covered 
at approximately three week intervals. The tip is still a source of 
complaint and the whole system needs changing as soon as possible, 


Rodent Control. 


Control of rats and mice was mainly done on a complaint basis although 
tine was available to survey a few properties in the district. 


Treatments carried out were as follows:=- 


Refuse Tip 6 visits 12 hours 1 property 
Private Houses 47 visits 30 hours 35 properties 
Schools 5 visits 4 hours 2 properties 


Thée is a slight increase over the previous year. 


Sanitary Inspections. 
(1) Summary of Visits. 


Council Properties 474 
Private Houses 136 
Food Premises 69 
Offices, etc. 18 
Council Tip T2 
Sewage Disposal Works 199 
Other properties 89 


(2) Notices Served. 


Housing icts. 


Time and Place Notices 8 properties 
Closing Orders 8 properties 
Informal 8 properties 
Public Health Act, 1936 
Section 39 (Drainage) 1 property 
Section 60 (Means of 1 property 
escape) 


Factories Act 1961 


Section 7 (sanitary conveniences) 2 properties 
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(g) Offices, Shops and Railways Prenises Act, 1963. 


Two new offices were registered during the year giving the following 


nunbers := 
Type No. Registered. No. Inspected 
jn 1971 
Offices 26 5 
Retail Shops bi Hf 
Catering Establishments 4 1 


18 visits were carried out during the year. No accidents were reported, 
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SECTION D 


5. HOUSING 

Goneral Housing. 

8 One bedroom flats were erected during the year. 
Completions of Private Houses were as follows:- 


1971 41970 1969 


a 


Two Bedrooms 4 ZL LS 

Three Bedroons 20 29 11 

Four Bedrmons 4 6 Li 
=) a 


24 houses were under construction on lst January, 1971 and 45 were under 
construction on 3lst December, 1971. 


Housing List. 


The position of numbers of persons on the housing waiting list in 1971 
compared with previous years was 


1971 1970 1969 


No. on Council's waiting fe: 75 101 
list already resident in 
the Urban District. 


No. on Council's Waiting 34 29 40 
List wanting to move into 

the town, 

No. of key workers 2 2 1 


wanting accommodation. 


iit 106 142 


Accommodation required by these families is:= 


1971 1970 1%9 


a 


One Bedroon 55 5) 70 
Two Bedrooms 38 SEM 46 
Three Bedrooms 18 29 21 
Four Bedrooms ~ t 2) 


The list is prodominately old persons and young couples about to marry or 
just married. 
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Building Regulations. 


Building Regulation inspections carried out during the year were:= 


1g7l = lg70— «069 


Footings 96 51 114 
Foundation 64 34 101 
Oversite Concrete 43 34 67 
Damp-proof Course 39 LA 72 
Drains 125 EDT pay 
Routine 328 452 120 
Conpletion Eb) 15 70 


Standard Crants. 


Stnadard Grants dealt with during the year were:~ 


1g7, gy. 969 
No. of cpplications received 6 10 alae 
No. of applications approved 6 S 8 
No. of applications refused iE uf Nil 
No. of inprovements completed 6 i 9 
fmenities provided Baths 5 y 8 
Besins 6 6 9 
Hot Water 5 5 6 % points) 
Supplies 1 2 3 (2 points) 
W.C,'s 5 7 
{mounts paid in grants £715 £1° 92 £1432 


Improvenent Grants. 


Two applications were received during the year, one being refused and the 
other still under consideration, 


Caravan Sites. 


The only caravan site in the district was closedduring the year, 


Housing Act 1969. 


With regard to fixing of rent of dwellings in good repair, details are as 
follows:= 


Sece 45 Qualification Certificates. 
Applications received 


5 
Applications granted 5 
Applications refused NS 


Sec, 46 Certificates of provisional appireval. 


Applications received z 

Applications granted 1 

Applications under 
consideration ad 
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SECTION E 


6. FOOD AND DRUGS. 


During the year the following food was voluntarily surrended. 


Canned Meat 24l1bs. 
Frozen Food 451bs. 


Food Hygiene Regulations. 


The standard of hygiene in food shops and cafes continues to cause very 
little to complain about. 


Poultry Inspection. 


The reconstructed poultry station continues to be maintained to a reasonable 
standard although the throughput has increased considerable. 


No Council poultry inspection of poultry was done and all birds killed are 
processec, 


Birds proccssed, 1,088,562 

Type of bird, Hens only. 

Rejectec. Big 7OT 
SECTION F 


Te PCTORITS. 


—= 


74 inspections of factory premises were carried out during the year, 53 
factories being registered, 


SECTION G 


8. NOISE. 

Two complaints of noise were received during the year and I am afraid that 
when the council permitted the dairy to operate in the middle of a residential 
area they ieft themselves open to noise complaints of different natures for 

a very long period, 


eleven 


| ae a 
wh) ik 
J l 


ot bontotntecn ed of soutttaos aobdate Perit 
nov beereront aast duqetgensalt 


oidariontwr s 
~ebdatobre 
ft {iM s&rid [fe Sas soob esy yvatling ‘to. ‘wortoepeat wit 
Sac, 880, £ 
Vins saat ; 
Yeg,e 
" ; 
I “Ort oe 
ee ,reey Onty aititrb juo babrrne ofow nse Letey yto 
borg 
® HOTTORe 
tants Bierto 2p’ Boo ta oy oft actrob beviese? sear’ 
fatvusebie ec “9 of Shier orld ct efatofo ot viieh sa? & 
Tot evi. Jon dmeretthh to a¢aialqson sealord of mage sevice 
\ t 
merele 
be - 
aS, e 
. Tae. 7 m2 
: at 
= ‘ ; me 6 +P, ; j 
ay rn gs ; reer a! 
oe f Nt he we panne 
‘ hy ah 7 His 
cio ork Te RS Math 
Pe yi, air | 39 
. a ‘ oh ia 
: ) ait ie " i’ | | 


ous 
(ees 
* i 
: ' 
4 
Vale 


Miah ok 


eli 
wel ea 
bay 
ns 


He 


i 


